Your Excellencies,
 distinguished participants,
l would like to thank the Hellenic African Chamber of Commerce and Development, and the Embassy of the Democratic Republic of Congo for organizing this Webinar and give the opportunity to participate in it.
[bookmark: _Hlk212725032]Almost a year has passed since the very successful organization of the DRC–Greece Economic Forum in Athens in November 2024. This Forum focused on:
"Reviving Economic and Trade Cooperation between our countries, and Restoring Greek Investors’ Confidence in the Democratic Republic of the Congo". The Congolese delegation included high-ranking officials and businessmen, and numerous productive G2G and B2B meetings were held.
Since then, the DRC has faced a challenging period, particularly in its eastern regions. But the fact that we are together again today, demonstrates our common determination to explore ways to strengthen our relations. 
[bookmark: _Hlk212725436]The presence of Greeks in DRC dates back to the early 20th century. Before the period of Zaïrianisation, the Greek community numbered around 25,000 members, who contributed to the development of trade, agriculture, fisheries, manufacturing, food production, and many other sectors—even the music industry. Over the decades, this community has woven strong ties with its host country. Despite the historical challenges, the Greek presence in the DRC has been continuous—just as our diplomatic presence has. Today, although smaller in size, it continues to embody the values of friendship, hard work, and mutual respect.
Events like today’s gathering, as well as last year’s forum, help us identify new opportunities for cooperation.
The question for entrepreneurs and investors is how much risk there is, in doing business in the DRC, given the challenges the country continues to face.
This question I think is most appropriate to be answered by the Congolese participants. But let me point out some facts:
First of all, there is the 27th of June Agreement between the DRC and Rwanda, which paves the way for peace. Beyond its immediate security dimension, it also represents an effort to establish a new framework for economic cooperation in the region. Greece welcomes this Agreement and looks forward to its full implementation.
Moreover, the DRC is a vast country full of tremendous potential, and not all regions are affected in the same way as its eastern part. When we speak of this potential, a few key facts stand out:
· DRC is the largest country in sub-Saharan Africa, with a population of 112 million people, the majority of whom are under the age of 20. Within just a decade, this population is expected to reach 160 million.
· The DRC has some of Africa’s richest water resources, and enormous hydroelectric potential that could power industries and communities.
· It hosts the second-largest rainforest in the world, alongside extraordinary biodiversity
· Strategically located, with borders connecting 9 African countries, and projects like the Lobito Corridor, the DRC serves as a gateway for regional trade, linking Central Africa to the Atlantic Ocean.
· Its vast arable land, which is even more than the European Union’s total, represents an enormous agricultural potential
And, of course, the DRC is globally renowned for its vast mineral wealth, providing key raw materials for global industries, particularly the green energy and technology sectors.
At the same time, the DRC government is pursuing policies to diversify its economy, traditionally dominated by mining.
Within this framework, we should explore areas of cooperation and investment opportunities. Indicatively, potential sectors include:
-Energy and Infrastructure
The DRC has immense potential in hydroelectric and solar energy. Given Greece’s expertise in renewable energy and infrastructure, we could support the development of related projects.


-Construction
Greek companies have already implemented large scale projects in many African countries and possess considerable knowhow in the field of infrastructure.
-Agriculture and forestry 
Greece can share technologies and expertise to improve agricultural practices, increase productivity, and develop agro-food, fisheries, and livestock production chains in the DRC.
- Healthcare and Pharmaceuticals
- Culture and Tourism
- Digital connectivity - data infrastructure and e-governance
- Education and training

[bookmark: _GoBack]I would also like mention as well that the European Union has shown growing interest in Central and Southern Africa. Within this context, initiatives, such as Global Gateway, aim to promote sustainable infrastructure, digital connectivity, and clean energy projects, while ensuring mutual benefits for African partners. In particular, the Lobito Corridor, linking the DRC and Zambia with the Angolan coast, is a flagship Global Gateway project, that seeks to enhance regional integration and facilitate the export of critical minerals, essential for the green transition. Greece stands ready to participate via Global Gateway projects, to the future development of DRC.
To conclude, while there is still a long way ahead of us, our shared vision and determination give us every reason to look to the future with optimism. I believe that this conference will be both fruitful and productive in this regard.
Thank you for your attention.
